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July 20, 2015 
 
 
 
The Honorable Bruce Rauner 
Governor of Illinois 
Illinois State Capitol Building 
207 Statehouse 
Springfield, IL 62706 
 
Re:  House Bill 0001 Heroin Crisis Act  

Request your signature 
 
Dear Governor, 
 
The Community Behavioral Healthcare Association of Illinois’ (CBHA) Board of Directors and its 
members support the signing of House Bill 0001, the Heroin Crisis Act, into law. This vital and 
comprehensive piece of bipartisan legislation received overwhelming support from both sides of 
the aisle in both chambers of the General Assembly and goes a long way in addressing the 
heroin and prescription drug epidemic that has plagued Illinois communities for years.  
 
This legislation was crafted after numerous community forums, stakeholder meetings and 
legislative hearings in which a bipartisan group of legislators heard testimonies from law 
enforcement, county coroners, physicians, mental health and substance use professionals and 
parents of children fallen to addiction.  
 
Heroin and prescription drug abuse is not only an Illinois problem, but a national problem that is 
tearing communities apart. Over the last 5 years, Illinois has seen a significant increase in 
heroin and prescription drug-related overdose deaths particularly of young people under age 25. 
CBHA members are on the front lines trying to provide care, treatment and services for 
individuals and their families caught in the grips of prescription drug misuse/abuse and heroin 
addiction. If signed into law, HB 0001 will save lives and help to restore many communities that 
have been devastated by this epidemic.    
 
The Community Behavioral Healthcare Association of Illinois thanks you for your consideration 
of this measure and, respectfully, asks you to sign this important piece of legislation that will 
save lives. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Marvin Lindsey, CEO 

 


